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Long term challenges 

•  Population levels - Total UK population could increase to 71.1 million by 
2031.  25% of UK population live in London and the South East. Where do we 
place/house people? 
•  Economic growth and affluence – Economically active is set to fall to 61.7% 
by 2020;  a shrinking work force; we demand greater growth and prosperity but 
global shocks can trigger rapid change. London as an overheated region? 
•  Changing environment conditions – how individuals, businesses, civil 
society and policymakers adapt to climate change. UK imported 0.78m tonnes 
of fresh fruit and vegetables from Africa each year - 15% of its requirement. 
95% of fruit and 50% of vegetables imported. Flood risks? Future of air? 
•  Transport and infrastructure – meeting the needs of a mobile society. 4m 
people use London Underground each day. Can London’s roads and rail and 
air travel cope with increased numbers? 
•  Energy – shortage of gas oil and water in the years ahead. Further disparities 
and London’s reliance on other regions?        
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Migration: London 2001 

150,000 foreign net migration into London 

• 250,000 people move out 
(suburbs and beyond) 

• 150,000 people move in  
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New patterns of commuting 
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Challenges remain… 
•  Population expected to grow to over 8 million and 

employment forecast to grow by 640,000 by 2016 
•  Increasingly globalised economy and continuing 

challenge of outsourcing and international 
competition; signature architecture 

•  Changing lifestyle, values and household 
composition 

•  Increased pressure on public transport infrastructure 
and demands outweighing investment 

•  Deep rooted deprivation and social inequalities in 
certain areas 

•  Who’s London? Safety and security for residents and 
businesses: “7 million Londoners, 1 London” 

•  London’s reliance on the greater region 




