
Urban Salon / Just Space conference 6 June 2011 
Workshops 1430 - 1630 (please register for your chosen one by  lunch time) 
 

1.  Regeneration outcomes 
facilitators Prof Loretta Lees, King's College London, and Lucy Rogers. Spitalfields 
Community Association 
 
Contributors: 
Michael Ball, Waterloo Community Development Group 
Rob Imrie, Kings College London 
  
The workshop will feature 2 case studies: 

• Waterloo Opportunity Area as a case study of what needs to be in place for  residents 
and businesses to collaborate successfully, and protect amenity. 

• The development of ‘Tesco Town’ in part of Bromley by Bow (the London Borough of 
Tower Hamlets) as a case study in the corporate control of spatial development and 
the implications for place making, particularly civic engagement 

 
The workshop will go on to consider how we can put in place a system for tracking what is 
really happening in the Opportunity Areas.  The discussion will look at: 

• the methodology for this, 
• identifying Opportunity Areas where we have good links,  
• how this would enable local community groups to have a real input.   

 
We will also discuss the formation of partnerships with Universities for researching the impact 
of second homes in central London, and the impact of tall buildings on communities. 
 

2. Economy 
The plan is that a number of people from community groups / NGOs will make introductory 
statements to initiate debate, including 
Wards Corner Community Coalition and Save Ealings Centre 
Possible Issues: 

• Low pay and falling pay: London Living Wage is a strong campaign but what could be 
done through GLA/LDA to improve productivity, pay  and working conditions in 
London's worst-paid sectors (retail, cleaning, driving, catering, hair, social care and 
so on)?   

• Inflated price of land for market housing means that no 'employment' uses of land can 
compete. Thus we loose jobs in offices, workshops, car repair etc wherever 
permission is given for housing. Coalition is proposing to remove even the need for 
permission.  More generally, what can be done to get more jobs closer to homes? 

• Many of us have been criticising the relentless pursuit of 'growth' of Gross Domestic 
Product / Gross Value Added for all sorts of reasons. Should it be a priority to push 
for alternatives in London planning? 

• The London economy is dominated by large capitalist corporations, both in the central 
area and controlling branch networks across London - supermarket and retail chains, 
banks and insurance firms, coffee shops, fast foods, petrol stations and so on.  Most 
of us work for these corporations and are their customers.  Their enormous economic 
power tends to crush or absorb smaller firms, and often this ends up with jobs and 
services over-concentrated in just a few places. Think of the 'retail parks', the 
Westfields and the Bluewaters growing while local services disappear. Should we 
campaign about this?  On what grounds? 

• And beyond that, what are the potentialities for growing activity which builds on local 
capacities (skills, equipment, institutions) istead of just seeing all investment as 
"inward", subordinating the locality to external owners? What role could local 
currencies play? 

• How can we get genuine investment growing - bringing unemployed people together 
with unemployed capital to produce real product - not just speculative 'investment' in 



rising asset values?  How can housing and other needs be met and drive a recovery 
in employment? 

• London is a heavy generator of long haul travel (people and goods), polluting urban 
transport and...  On the other hand its people are heavy (and growing) users of public 
transport and services.  How can the transformation of our economy into an 
exemplary green economy actually be planned and managed? 

• In attendance, partly to respond from a research standpoint, will be some university 
people, including 

Michael Edwards (UCL), mainly working on property markets 
Prof Ian Gordon (LSE), mainly working on labour markets 
possibly David Fell (Brooke Lyndhurst) green economy 
Myfanwy Taylor (LSE/UCL) who has been working on local currencies 
 Jurgen Essletzbichler Burak Buyukcivelek  (UCL) 
 

3 Environment (in the event merged with Transport) 
Facilitators: Jennifer Robinson, UCL Geography    
 
Contributors  : Jenny Bates Friends of the Earth London Campaigns Co-ordinator 
 Adriana Allen, Senior Lecturer in the Development Planning Unit, UCL   
Mei Wang Environmental Law Foundation     
 
The workshop will hear a presentation from Adriana Allen and hopefully a   short video about: 
work produced within the umbrella of 'Justice in the  Green'. This is an action-learning platform 
started in 2008 that aims at   contributing to the generation and sharing of action and reflection 
on the  appropriation of Hackney Marsh and connected green spaces by the surrounding 
 communities, an area within London that is subject to significant  transformations as a result of 
area masterplans and the Olympic Games   developments and Legacy process. 
(http://www.justiceinthegreen.org.uk/)     
 
We will then consider some of the challenges facing London in relation to  the environment, 
and ways in which research might support activism on these  issues. Areas for discussion 
include:  ..  

• Prioritising the environment: with the changes to the planning   system proposed in the 
government's Localism Bill currently going through  parliament,  

• how do we ensure that climate change and other environmental   issues are properly 
considered in local areas, and not sacrificed to the   economic growth the government 
is prioritising?  

• As the cuts bite how do we  get more funding prioritised for retrofitting our energy 
inefficient homes  and other buildings? And how do we get more renewable energy in 
place in   London?  . 

• Monitoring key environmental targets: how do we make sure the 60%   target for cuts 
in CO2 that Ken Livingstone set, and were adopted by Boris  Johnson, and Boris's 
new interim targets, are kept track of since the Panel   Report rejected the call for 
annual targets?  

• How can targets be kept up to  date with reference to the latest science?  
• Do we need to start taking  account of embodied energy from things we buy including 

food? 
• And in  relation to the government's energy bill which is currently going 

through  parliament, how can we ensure all councils have an adequate target to cut 
 CO2 in their area and a strategy to deliver it?   

• Community-led environment agendas: In response to the existing  London Plan, do we 
need to develop environmental agendas for London-wide and   local policy frameworks 
which more explicitly prioritise community needs and  concerns? What would these 
be?   

•  



4 Transport (in the event merged with Environment) 
Facilitator:  Deirdre McGrath, London Civic Forum 
 
Contributors: 
Richard Bourn, Campaign for Better Transport 
Nic Ferriday, West London Friends of the Earth 
Kate Pieroudis, Policy and Training Officer, Action Disability Kensington Chelsea 
Jennie Middleton, Lecturer in Human Geography at Kingston University   
 
The workshop will consider ongoing issues in transport policy including: 

• Cuts in transport services (eg Camden ends travel passes for people with mental 
health problems) 

• Public transport fares 
• Cycle provision and superhighways 
• Reducing CO2 emissions from transport 
• Impact of High Speed 2 
• Major planning proposals 
• The return of Heathrow runway 3 and the increase in flights from City airport 

 
How do we address these, and what examples are there of successful local campaigning? 
  
The workshop will also look at access issues with Action Disability Kensington Chelsea 
(ADKC) as a case study.   

• The ADKC Access Group: who we are/ what we do. 
• Meeting with planners: what we look at/ advise on access issues.  
• Access Statements: coming up with one more collaboratively/ how not to do it! 
• Exhibition Road Access Group:  how we’ve campaigned on this.  
• Working collaboratively with Universities to design course content? 
• Students helping to train disabled people on planning issues to help them respond 

more effectively? 
• Localism/ Big Society- impact on local communities- who will support them to take 

part in the planning process? 
 

5  Housing 
Strategies for addressing key housing issues in London, facilitated by Sharon Hayward, Co-
ordinator London Tenants Federation:  
 
Workshop discussion will be structured in two parts:  

1. Focus	  on	  where	  we	  feel	  the	  tenant	  movement	  is	  in	  terms	  of	  both	  strategies	  and	  
structures	  for	  addressing	  some	  of	  the	  big	  housing	  issues	  in	  London.	  	  Are	  the	  dominant	  
kinds	  of	  tenants’	  structures,	  mostly	  established	  by	  local	  authorities	  and	  based	  on	  models	  
that	  were	  the	  norm	  some	  30-‐40	  years	  ago,	  still	  adequate	  in	  a	  world	  with	  a	  vastly	  
different	  dominant	  political	  ideology	  and	  where	  public	  housing	  is	  generally	  not	  be	  
viewed	  to	  be	  of	  positive	  benefit?	  	  What	  kinds	  of	  alternative	  strategies	  and	  structures	  are	  
being	  developed	  in	  London?	  	  	  	  

2. What	  kind	  of	  support	  might	  the	  Universities	  be	  able	  to	  give	  in	  terms	  of	  supporting	  
articulation	  of	  a	  grass	  roots	  housing	  agenda?	  	  Are	  the	  Universities	  too	  closely	  linked	  
(through	  research	  funding)	  with	  providing	  academic	  support	  for	  the	  Government	  /	  Local	  
Authorities	  and	  partnerships?	  	  	  	  	  	  

 
Contributors include: Jonathan Rosenberg, Walterton & Elgin – ‘Earls Court and West 
Kensington redevelopment plans’; Mark Taylor, Tower Hamlets Tenants and Residents 
Federation – ‘A tenant’s charter’; Jenny Jones, Chair, London 
 



6.  Participation and Justice workshop 
Facilitator:  Pushpa Arabindoo, UCL Geography 
  
Contributors 
Bernard Bourdillion London Gypsy and Traveller Unit 
Elizabeth Henry, Race on the Agenda (ROTA) 
Jane Holder, Professor of Law and Human Rights at UCL 
  
 - What a strategic policy document needs to do to comply with statutory requirements on 
equality and consultation.    
-Setting out some general principles of equality, participation and justice that should be 
applied in all areas of policy (with reference to the Localism Bill)  
  
- How to work for participation, equality and justice under the emerging planning regime? 
- Lessons from the  grass-roots experience  
- Getting the evidence 
- Models of planning and participation 
-  How we can impact on the public debate and benefit from collaboration with Universities. 


