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Stonewall Housing response to London Plan Revised Early Minor 
Alterations (REMA) July 2012 
 
INTRODUCTION: 
 
Stonewall Housing has existed since 1983 to provide housing advice, advocacy 
and support, and to influence housing policy and practice, in order to secure safe 
accommodation for lesbians, gay men, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) people. 
 
The number of people contacting Stonewall Housing's advice services is now at 
its highest ever level. 2/3 of callers state that their housing problem is directly 
related to their sexual orientation or gender identity. 40% are experiencing 
homophobic, biphobic or transphobic harassment, abuse or violence where they 
live. 
 
EQUALITY ISSUES: 
 
Stonewall Housing believes that the Mayor of London should play a strategic role 
in highlighting and tackling inequalities around housing and health within 
London, especially since he hopes the London Plan will act as 'a useful resource 
for those preparing neighbourhood plans' (O.2A). 
 
Some local plans may not address the needs of groups with protected 
characteristics, for instance LGBT people, because they may not be in significant 
numbers in some areas or some local authorities may not gather information 
about their needs. Stonewall Housing makes the following suggestions to 
address this issue: 
 
3.9A states that data transparency is needed to 'drive health improvement'.The 
Mayor of London should make explicit mention in the London Plan of the need 
for improved collection of data around sexual orientation and gender identity 
because a lack of data can prevent health inequalities experienced by LGBT 
people being addressed at a local level. 
3.9A mentions that pan-London approaches can provide 'added value or benefit' 
and the Mayor of London should prioritise equality issues along with those listed 
because a pan-London approach may be more cost-effective and efficient for 
certain groups with protected characteristics. 
3.10 recognises that all communities' needs should be met. The London Plan 
should make specific reference to meeting the needs of certain minorities that 
may not be prioritised locally, identifying targets for specific groups and whether 
their needs can be met locally or through a pan-London approach. 
3.14A and 3.22 explain that the Mayor wants to take an evidence-based 
approach, 'taking account of local circumstances'. Stonewall Housing 
recommends that the Mayor improves the evidence of need in London by 
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updating the Strategic Housing Market Assessment and encouraging data 
collection to measure LGBT housing needs. Stonewall Housing suggests that the 
Mayor work with partners to identify the housing needs of particular equality 
groups such as LGBT people and establish the best approach to meet their 
needs. For example LGBT rough sleepers and LGBT people experiencing 
harassment and domestic abuse need more emergency housing options and 
younger and older LGBT people need specific housing solutions which may best 
provided through a pan-London apprroach. The Mayor should take a more 
strategic, pan-London role to meet the needs of certain equality groups whose 
needs may not be met effectively at a local level. 
3.57A proposes that the planning framework will allow people to build their own 
homes. The Mayor of London should take a strategic approach and support 
equality groups, such as LGBT people, to make use of such new planning 
initiatives and develop innovative solutions to meet their own commuities' needs. 
The Mayor should also engage with equality groups and the voluntary 
organisations that work for them and ensure they are key stakeholders in the 
guidance he will produce in the light of the National Planning Policy Framework 
(O.19A). 
 
AFFORDABLE ACCOMMODATION: 
 
Stonewall Housing welcomes comments within the London Plan to maximise the 
delivery of affordable housing across London, but doubts that affordable rent will 
be affordable for many of its clients since over 80% of them are out of work and 
even those in work may be priced out of affordable housing because it is based 
on local market rents. The Mayor should ensure people from across all 
communities can afford housing within London rather than simply increase the 
upper earnings limit for affordable housing (3.61). 
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